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Mr. Robertson moved to moke the bill the order for to-morrow .. 
Lost . 

.Mr. Latimer asked leave to withdraw his subtiLute offered on a 
previous dav for the ~eVfmth section. 

Mr. Grinies moved that the Setwte adjourn until 9 o'clock to­
morrow mornin~. 

Upon which, ·-thf' yeas and nnys stood as follows: 
Yeas: Mes~us. Bnrleson, Campbell, GJge, Grimf'~, Hart, Lnt­

imer·, Moffett, Parker, Taylor, 'rmit, VanDerlip, Ward aud Wal~ 
lace-1~. . 

Navs: Messrs. Brashear, Cooke, Davis, Kinney, Portis and 
Robedson-6. 

So the Senate adjourned . . 

FRIDA v, An gust 30, 1850, 

Senate met-roll called---President pro tem. in the chair­
Senaum preseut : 

Messrs. Brashear, Cooke, Campbell, Davis, Gage, Grimes, 
Hart, Ki •wey, Latimer, McRae, Moffett, PMker, Portis, Robert­
son, Taylor, Truit, Vau Derlip, \'Vard and Wallace-quorum 
present. 

The journals ofyesterday were read and adopted. 

Mr. Hart presented the petition of the citizens of Mercer's col­
ony; re~··. rred to the f!ommittee on Public Lunds, without reading. 

Mr. Campbell presented the petition of the citizens of Mercer's 
colony ; referred to the committee on Public Lauds, without 
reading. 

Mr. Trnit presented the petition of:.~the citizens of Shelby 
county ; referred to the committee on County and Couuty Bound-
aries, without reading. . 

Mr. Latimer, chairman of the con~mittee on Internal Improve· 
ments, made the follo\vir;g report : 

Yonr committee on Iriternal Improvements have had under 
consideration a bill to be entllled an net to incorporate the Trin­
ity Plank Road Company; and have directed me to report the 
same back to the Senate, with an amendment to the second sec­
tion, and recommend its adoption and the passage of the bill, all 
of ·.vhich is respectfully submitted. 

A.mendment to come in at the end of the second section : 
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" And shall not be laid out so as to interfer~ with the road as 
now nsed." 

Mr. Robertson introdnced a bill for the relief of James Hall, 
administrator of Richard Hall, dece·lsed; read first time. 

Rule suspended, bill read second time and ordered to be en­
grossed. 

On motion of Mr. Portis, the rule was further susp«mded; read 
third time and passed. 

Mr. Burleson introduced a bill for the relief of the citizens of 
Gillespie county; read tirst time. 

Rule snsp~nded, btll read second timP-. 
On tn()tion of Mr. Latimer, referred to the committee ou the 

Judiciary. · 
A mes:~ng-e was received from the House of Representatives~ 

through Mr. Hampton, their Chie( Clerk, informing the Senate: 
that the Honse had passed the following hills: 

A bill to dehne the time of holding the courts in the eighth 
judicial dtstrict. 

A bill to chnn2'e the time of holding nn election for the conntr 
seat of the county of Tarrant; ~nd qppointing a place for holding 
the cou1·ts for said count}', nntil the county seat is located; also, 

A bill making nn appropriation of money for the erection of a 
Fire-proof Land Office, which originated in the Senate, with the 
following amendments: 

1st An1endment. 
In the 2d and 3d lines of section I, strike out " fifteen thou­

sand," and insert "ten thousand." 
2d Amendment. 
Stnke out all of the 1st section aftP.r the word "necessary," in 

the 4th line, to the word "to," in 7th line of same section, and 
insert '~out of any money which may come into the Treasury, 
by the sale of Jots belonging to the State, in the city of Austin." 

3d Amendment. 
Insert the following as the 5th section, and make the 5th sec­

tion in the bi'll r-;ection 6. 
Section 5. That the Commissioner of the Land Office be, nnd 

he is hereb~· authorized to u~e any note or notes, that may be 
~i ven for the purchase of public lots in the city of Anstin, in 
paying for the erection of the building herein contemplated; pro­
vided said notes can be used at par. 

On motion of Mr. VanDerlip, the bill nnder con!'ideration 
when the Senate adjonrned on yesterdl:ly, bein2' bill No. 1. re­
ported from the joint select committee, was laid on the table 
until 4 o'clock, P. M, 



72 

Mr. McRae introduced the fol1owing resolution: 
Resolved, 'rhat the committee on the Judiciary be instructed 

to report a bi11, prohibiting assessors and collectors from acting, 
until they are duly commissioned. · 

On motion, the rule was suspended ~nd resolution· adopted. 
On m.otion of Mr. Latimer, a bill requiring the Governor to 

submit any proposition that may be made by the Government of 
the United States to the State of Texas, for the purchase of a 
portion ofher north western territory, to the people; was t<tken up. 

Mr. Van Derlip offered the following as a subtitute tor the 3d 
and 4th ~ections: 

Be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the Chief 
Justices of the seveml counties to seal up and transmit to the 
office of the Secretary of State, a statement of the nnmLer of 
votes polled for and against such propositions, and certify the 
same with th~ seal of their office attached, which statemeuts shall 
be end<lrsed election returns, for the connty of • 

Be it further enacted, 'l'hat days after the holding of 
said el• ction, the Secretary of State, the Comptroller of Public 
Accounts and the Commissioner of the General Land Office, 
!hall, in the presence of the Governor, open and compare said 
returns, and estimate the result, and if it. shall be ascertained 
that a majority of the electors voting, shall have voted in favor 
of said proposJtions, then and in that case, said propositions shall 
be binrlin~ upon this State, and the assent of the L~~islatnre is 
hereby given to the same, and it shall be the dnty of the Gov­
ernor to notify the President of the Uuited States of the assent 
and nc~eptance ·of said propositions by the State of Texas. 

Upon which, the yeas and nays were called, and stood thus: 
Yeas: MPssrs. Burlcsou, C'Ooke, Davis, Kinnf:!y, Portis,Robert­

son and Van Derlip-7. 
Nays: Messrs. Brashear, Campbell, Grimes, Hflrt, Latimer, Mc­

Rae, Moffett; Parh:er, TayiPr, Truit, Ward and Walluce-12. 
The question being on the engrossment of the bill, was put 

and carried. · · 
On motion the rtJle was suspen~ed and the bill read third time 

and passed, by the following vote: · 
Yeas: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Campbell, Grimes, 

Hart, Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Pnrker, Taylor, Truit, Ward and 
Wallace-14. · 

Nays: Messrs. Davis, Kinney, Portis, Robertson and Tr.uit 
--5. . 

Mr. Taylor, from the committee on Engrossed Bills, made the 
following report : 
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A bill to pre~cribe the time of holding the district courts in the 
eleventh judicial district, nnd find the sar11e correctly engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. BrashEar, the Senate proceeded to the elec­
tion of Engrossing Clerk, to fill the vacancy occasioned by th-e 
absence of W. T. Cake. 

Nominations being in order, 
:Mr. McRae nominated F. M. Harris. 
Mr. Robert~on nomihnted Mr. John Goodlett. 
Messrs. Davis and McRae: were appointed tellers. 

On counting the ballot, Mr. Harris received 14 votes . 
. " Goodlett '' 3 " 

Mr. Harris having received a majority of all the votes, was 
declared duly elected Engrossing Clerk of the Senate, who came 
forward and took the oath prescribed by the constitution. 

Mr. Brashear presented the petition of M. B. Menard, nccom­
panied by a bill to change the names of Helen Bass, and Clara 
BHss to that of Helen Menard and C~ara Menard; rend first time. 

Rule suspended, bill read second time and ordered to be cr.-
grossed. · 

Mr. Brashear offered a further suspension of the rule, bill read 
third time nnd possed. 

On motion of Mr. Davis, the bill to confirm land titles west of 
the Nueces river, was taken up and read, and ordered to be en­
grossed. 

Mr. Robertson offered a further suspension of the rule. 
On motion of Mr. Hurt, the Senate adjourned until 4 o'clock 

P.M. 

4 O'CLOCK, P. M. 

Senate met-roll called-quorum present. 
An act for organizing the militia ot the State of Texas, being 

made the special order for this hour. 
Leave was granted to Mr. Latimer to withdraw his amend­

ment. 
Mr. Robertson offered the following amendment, which was 

adopted. 
Amendment to first section. 
Strike out all from the word " ca1Jed,'' in the third line, to 

''State," in the fourth line, \nclusive, and insert the following: 
''have organized and ready for service." 
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Proviso to fourth srction. 
'' Provided, rrhat no officer or volunteer authorized to be·or­

ganized by this act, shall receive Pllf until he s'lall have been 
mustered itJto the actnal sP.rvice of the State, that is to say, until 
they shall be called intn the field.'' 

Amendment to sixth section. 
Strike out the words "called into the service,'' in the fifth 

line,. and insert the followiug, "to have orgc.nized ar1d ready for 
servtce.'' 

Proviso to seventh section. 
"And providedfurth.t!r, That in no event, shall said troops 

be called into actual service before the first day of January, 
1851. 

Mr. Wallace moved to strike out" 1st of January,'' and insert 
'' 15th ~,ebruarv." 

Mr. Hart moved to strike out" 1st of January," and insert "4th 
of March.'' 

A cnll of the Senate was had. 
Mr. H.obertson moved a suspension of the call. Carried. 
'I'he yeas and nays were then called on Mr. Hart's motion to 

strike out'' l.st of January," and insert "4th of Murch, 1~51/ 
and stood thns: · 

Yens: Messrs. Cnmp.hell, Grimes, Hart, McRae, Moffett, Par­
ker, 'T,ruit, Ward nnd Wallnce-9. 

Nuys: Messrs. Brashear, Bnl'ieson, Cooke, Davis, Kinney, 
Latimer, Portis, Robertson, Taylor and Van Derlip--10. Lost. 

ThP. question then recurred on Mr. Wallace's motion to strike 
out" 1st of Jannarv," and insert" l!Jth February, 1851." 

Yeas anrf nays being- called for, were as follows: 
Yells: Me~srs. Campbell, Grimes, Bart, Latimer, McRae, Mof. 

fett, Parker, rraylor, Truit~ Wnrd and Wallace-11. 
!Xays: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Davis, Kinney1 

Portis, Robertson and Van Derlip-8. Carried. 
On motion of Mr. Taylor to Jay :he bill on the table until to· 

morrow, the yeas and nays stood as follows : 
Y.eas : Messrs. Campbell, Hart, Moffett, Taylor, Van Derlip: 

Ward and Wallace-7. 
Nays: Mes~rs. Urnshear, Bnrleson, Cooke, Davis, Grimes, 

Kinney, Latimer, McRae, Parlcer, Portis, Robertson and r-rruit 
-12 

The Senate refused to lay the bill on the table. 
On motion of Mr. Grimes to strike out 1st proviso to section 

7, the yeas and nays stood thus: 
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Yeas: Messrs. Bnrleson, Grimes, McRae, Moffett, rraylor and 
'l'ruit-6. 

Nays: Mesf'r~. Hra~hear, Cooke, Campbell, Davis, Hart, Kin­
m~y, Latime•·, Parker, Portis, Robertson, Van Derlip, \Vard and 
Wallace--13 . 

.Mr. \Vullace moved to lay the bill on the table until to-mor· 
row. 

rrhe yeas and nnys being called for, l'tood ns follows: 
Yeas: Messrs. Campbell, Hart, .Moffett, Parker, Taylor, Ward 

and Wallace-7. 
Nays: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Davis, Grimes, 

Kinney, Latimer, McRae, Portis, Robert~on, 'l'ruit aud VanDer­
lip-12. 

The question being ou the engrossment of the bill, the yeas 
anc! nays were as fi1l iows : 

Yeas : l\lessrs. Bn rleson, Dn vis, GagA, Kinney, Latimer, Portis, 
RobP.rtson, Taylor, 'fruit, Van Deriip and Ward-11. 

Nays: Messrs. Brashear, Cooke, Campbell, Grimes, Hart, Mc-
Rae, .Moffett, Parker and Wallace--9 Carried. 

Mr. Robertson lVithdrew, by leave, his motion to suspend the 
rule; the bill under consideration, being the confirmation of 
land !itles west of the Nueces river, on adjournment until 4 
o'clock. 

Mr. Kinney, chairman of the committee on Indian Affairs~ 
made the following report: 

Hon. E. BuRLESON, 

COMMITTER RooM, ~ 
August 30th, 1850. ) 

President pro tem. of the Senate: . 
The committee on I udian Affairs, to whom was referred the 

several resolntions relating to the defence of our frontier and the 
removal of our Indian tribes, have had the same under consider~ 
ation, and have instructed me to report. • 

Since the adjournment of the last Legislature, on the 11th day 
of Februnrv, 1850, authentic information has been adduced be­
fl)re the cotl:lmittee of the killing- and massacreing of seventy­
one citizens of Texas by· the Indians. The names of the unfor­
tunate victims have bPen registered by one of the committee. So 
great a destrnction of life, attended by so many horrible circum­
stances, together with the destrnction of vain able property, con­
seqneut upon all Indian depredations, excites at ouce the live­
liest cmd most painful solicitude of the citizens of ou1· State; and 
requires, in the opinion of the committee, the use of all there­
sources of the State, to alleviate the misfortunes and protect the 
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lives and property of the citizens of our extensive and exposed 
frontier. 

Petitions nnd remonstrance have from time to time ·been pre­
sentt>d by the Legislature and people of Texas, tothe authorities 
at Washington, for that protection to which we have thought 
ourselves justlyeutitled under the constitution and laws of the 
United States; but thns far, we are grieved to know that our re­
monstrances and petitions have rece!ved from the Government of 
the United States the most insnltiug incredulity, or still more ag­
gravating and senseless disquisitions upon the powers and duties 
of the General Government, in ref,•rence to the Indian tribes 
within onr borders. It is a historical fnct, that nll the tribes of 
Indians now in our limits are migratory band~ from the various 
tribes of the United Sta.tes. The origiual tribes inhnbiting '1'e:1(­
as, have either perished in war with our iuhabitants-by. disease, 
or been driv~n beyond our boiders. Tho~e which now infest 
us, have either migrated since our independence, from Mexico, 
and in violation of treaty stipulations with her, before our St>pa­
ration; in either event, we have thought the Unit, d States 
bonnd to restrain them, nnd responsible for their depn·dations. 
The United States, however, insist, that as Texas owns the do­
mttin within her undefined limits, unless she will cede or sur­
render a portion of it for Indian purposes, they cannot restrain 
them within her limits. Texas pledged her domain for the pay­
ment of her public debts, r.nd the claim which the United States 
has Iate!y asserted to one-half that domain, renders it exrremely 
problematical, whether, after satisfying- Jhe lnnd-warrants due, 
previous to annexation, there will remain any public domain nt 
her disposition. Tht! llnited States have received our arms and 
munitions of war, wirhout any just. equivalent, and we certainly 
have felt ourselves entitled to her protection. 'l'his, however, 
has been withheld. w·e must rely lor 8ecurity and protection 
upon the ttout hearts and strong arms of the youth of our State. 

'l'he committee, therefore, are of the opinion that it is the duty 
of the Legislature to invest the Govemor with power to call for 
an adequate nnrnher of volunteers to chastise the Indians, and 
that Etny n10ne~r in the 'rreasury, not otherwise appropriated, be 
placed at his disposal for frontier defence. It may, perhnps, be 
as it has been urged, that the United States have already, 
large bodies of troops stationed amongs us. These, it · mi1st 
be known to the Government, are utterly useless, except for 
the protection of the immediftte posts at which they are rsfab­
lished. Every attempt wiJich has been made to pursue or chas­
tise the Indiltns by them, except in two or three instances, in 
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which the United States dragoons were encountered, hns re­
sulted in defeat or failure. lt affords us no satisfaction to men­
tion the instances in which the gallant officers of the United 
Stlltes have poured out their blood in vnin attempts to operate 
with inetfi.ciP.nt and useless infantry. Their condi:ion upon our 
frontier, is one of mat·tyrdom, and their valnable lives are being 
yielded npon the altar of Government pr.ejudice. '"I,he cry of 
the widow and the orphan, the scream of the victim of snvaO"e 
barbarit}•,are in no degree assuaged by the incredulity and injtfs­
tice of a great, rich and powerful government. A solemn res­
ponsibility rests npon us, and the use of all our means, alone, re­
lieves us from that responsibility. 

The committee have, therefore, instrncted me to report a bill 
corresponding with our suggestions, and recommend its passage. 

H. L KINNEY, 
ISAAC PARK8R, 
H. CLAY DAVIS, 
E. BURLESON, 
A. M. TRUIT', 
DAVID Y. PORTIS, 

Committee. 

A bill to authorize the Governor to call out the militia for 
frontier protection; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Hart, the Senate adJourned until 9 o'clock, 
A. M. to-morrow. 

SATURDAY, August 31, 1850. 

Senate met-roll called, President protem. in the chair~the 
following Senators ans'.\·ered to their names : 

l\1e!'lsrs: Brashear, Cooke, CampheiC Davis, Gnge, Grimes> 
Hart, Kinney, Latimer, McRt:.e, Moffett, Parker, Portis, Robert­
son, 'l'aylor, rrruit, VanDerlip, Ward and Wallace-quorum 
present. 

The journals of yesterday were rend and adopted. 
Mr. Parker presented the petition of the citizens of Mercer's 

and Peters' colony, and on motioa of Mr. Parker, referred to com­
mittee on Pllblic Lands. 

Mr. Moffett, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, re~ 


